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The Men’s Shed (North Shore) Trust 

July 2018 

Sheddies’ Chatter 

Welcome to the July 2018 Edition 

of Sheddies’ Chatter. 
Thought I’d try something new this month. I’ve added the 
plans for folding sawhorses that I built a while ago. 

If you have any projects of your own you’d like to share, let 
me know. 

Dave Whiting recently gathered some statistics on the Shed 
membership. We’ve broken it down into a little chart and a 
map. It’s interesting to see where the members come from 
and the days they attend. 

The Shed continues to grow and prosper and the electronics 
section is coming along well. 

The Men’s Shed is about to start on a Bunk Bed project for 
The Shed Magazine. The magazine will document and 
photograph the progress and do an article for an upcoming 
edition. The article will include plans and details so readers 
can build their own bunk beds. 

It will also be a good promo for our Shed 

 

See you at The Shed 

Roger Curl, Editor Ph: 027 264 1932 

msnseditor@gmail.com 

 

Help - Tools etc. needed 
Our ‘stock’ to sell on TradeMe is getting very scarce and we 
need items of all sorts to sell to generate income and assist 
in The Shed’s running.  If you or friends are ‘down sizing’, or 
don’t need an item now we will take it off your hands. 
Power tools, hand tools, motor mowers, rotary hoes, garage 
and household items etc etc, large or small items - we are 
not too fussy. Anything to make a dollar on TradeMe ... 

Just let Dave Wardlaw 027 4747588 or 

Alan Collie 021 331090 know.     Thanks. 

Day 
Average No 

of 
Attendees 

Average 
Daily Hours 

Average 
Hours per 

Person 

Monday 24.7 87.07 3.53 

Wednesday 30.72 103.41 3.37 

Friday 17.71 51.4 2.9 

Saturday 17.44 46.08 2.64 

        

Community Projects - Can You Help? 

There are plenty of community projects coming in and 
demand seems to be increasing. 

Projects on order or in progress include:  

¶ Mesh Board - Pvte 

¶ Cut and turn handles for handle solutions 

¶ Sign boards for Progressive League 

¶  

If you would like to work on any of these or other projects, 
please contact Dave Wardlaw at the Shed, or contact Larry 
Klassen by email:  msnsadmn@gmail.com 

Recently Completed Projects: 

¶ Trim metal base - Pvte 

¶ Make boxes - Pvte 

¶ Make 100 clock faces for Dulux 

¶ Repair playground toys for Coatesville Play Centre 

¶ Modify steps for Onepoto Kuhina Inc. 

¶ Shearing combs  for KCFT 

¶ Repair garden bench - Pvte 

Men’s Shed attendance Statistics 
Dave Whiting recently did some statistics on The Shed 
membership. The chart below shows attendance from the 
beginning of 2018 to the end of June. 

Page 2 shows where the majority of our Members come 
from. 

Jim, Chris, Bernard and Dave solve a few more of 
the World's problems 

mailto:msnseditor@gmail.com
mailto:msnsadmn@gmail.com


2 

 

Where do We come from? 

13 

Here is a map showing roughly 
where the majority of our Members 
come from. 

Not Shown: 

Auckland and Suburbs:  6 

Te Atatu:   1 

Helensville:  1 

Unknown:   4 

Many thanks to Dave Whiting for 
supplying these figures 
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Robert Sorby Wood Turning Demonstration 

Four of us from Men’s Shed North Shore recently attended a 
demonstration of Robert Sorby woodturning tools at the 
North Shore Woodturner’s Guild in Glenfield. 
The demonstration was given by Chris Pouncy from Robert 
Sorby in the UK. 
There were nearly 40 attendees and we were made very 
welcome by members of the Guild. 

It was an excellent and very entertaining demo and we 
learned a lot about the different types of wood turning tools 
and their applications. 
There was a large range of tools on show from Carbatec, the 
local agents for the tools. 
Other attendees from the Men’s Shed North Shore were 
Clive, Athen and Chris, who are members of the 
Woodturner’s Guild 

A suggestion has been put forward that the Men’s Shed 
North Shore could be involved in setting up a community 
garden in the land behind the shed. 

This could be a wonderful opportunity for us to become 
more involved in the local community and provide another 
interest for members. 

If you are interested in becoming involved, or even taking the 
lead on this, please contact Dave Whiting: 

pam.dave.whiting@xtra.co.nz 

Community Gardens 

mailto:pam.dave.whiting@xtra.co.nz
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Electronics Extension 
The Electronics extension is getting close to completion. 

John, Frank and Russell have been hard at work on the 
interior. It is hoped that the wiring will be completed by the 
end of July and it will pass the building consent check. Next 
will come the fitout of benches and equipment etc. 

Ross clears around the extension 

Gwynn and Dave with the 
ǊŜŦǳǊōƛǎƘŜŘ aŜƴΩǎ {ƘŜŘ ¢ǊŀƛƭŜǊ 

The July barbeque was well attended 

Master Painters Russell and John finishing 
off the walls of the Electronics Extension 

James working on his flower pots 

Around The Shed 
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After shifting house a while ago and finding myself with a very small 
work space, I decided to give away my old sawhorses and build 
myself a pair of folding ones. I looked on the internet, but couldn't 
find exactly what I was looking for, so decided to design my own. 
They turned out far better than expected, so I thought I’d share the 
plans on the next few pages. 

The saw horses have a removable top, folding legs and a shelf that 
hinges down to lock the legs apart by means of a small block 
screwed to the underside. The shelf is useful to put tools on, rather 
than putting them on the ground. 

The top is locked in place by angled lugs on the legs which lock into 
angled notches in the top. 

The design enables to top to be lifted off and the legs folded up for 
easy storage 

The biggest mistake I made was using rough sawn timber. It was 
quite wet and warped badly, so I recommend you use dry, dressed 
timber. The drawings have been dimensioned so that variations in 
the timber sizes shouldn’t affect the working of the horses. 

I made the horses 700mm high to suit my needs, but you can adjust 
the leg length to suit.  (All the details are for 1 horse only) 

Start by cutting all the timber to size. The 4 legs are identical. The 
lugs that locate the top need to be quite accurate to work properly.  

The plans shown are not to scale, but if you download them from 
our website and print them off at 100%, you can cut out the profile 
on sheet 3 and use it as a template to mark out the legs. 

I cut the legs on the bandsaw. Check out the legs for the cross 
braces. Make sure the braces are a tight fit in the notches. Secure 
the braces with screws and glue. I added some strips of 12mm ply 
to the top braces to form ledges to take rules, squares etc. 

The pivot holes need to be a snug fit on the bolts and counter-
bored to take the bolt head and nuts. Bolt the leg assemblies 
together with M10x80 hex bolts, washers and Nyloc nuts. 

The bottom brace on one of the leg assemblies can be checked out 
to take the tray hinges. (I used 65mm hinges) 

Next cut out the notches in the top. Drill a series of holes to remove 
the majority of the timber before finishing with a chisel. It would 
pay to cut the notches slightly smaller to begin with, then widen 
them bit by bit to accurately locate the top on the legs. I cut a scrap 
of timber with a 10° angle to use as a guide for the chisel while 
finishing the notches. 

To assemble the horses, spread the legs enough so that the shelf 
can drop down, then locate the top on the leg lugs. Spread the legs 
apart as far as they will go, then locate the block under the shelf 
with screws so that the block pushes against the brace. The block 
holds the legs apart to make a rigid unit. It may need repositioning 
after a while as the timber settles 

To dismantle the horses, simply hinge the shelf up a bit, then lift 
the top off. When folding the legs together fully, the shelf can be 
hinged up and located between the top braces to keep it tidy. 

I added a few holes and slots in the shelf to accommodate tools and 
also made a little box to screw on the side to take pencils, tapes 
etc. You can customise things to suit your own needs. 

Click here to download the plans from our website 

 

Feel free to contact me if you need any further info. 

Roger Curl 

Folding Sawhorses 

WARNING: 
Please be careful when assembling and dismantling the sawhorses. There are several places where fingers can get trapped. 

(I am speaking from personal experience!) They are quite strong, but stand on them at your own risk! As the legs aren’t angled out like a 
conventional sawhorse, they can tip if there is too much downward pressure on the ends. 

http://www.mensshednorthshore.org.nz/bulletinboard.php
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 Major Supporters 

The Menôs Shed (North Shore) Trust,  PO Box 311012, Glenfield, Auckland 0747   (  442 2145 

The Men’ s Shed North Shore 

Address:  

Elliot Reserve 
34 Elliot Ave, (off James St) Glenfield 

Hours: 

Mon, Wed: 9:00am - 4:00pm 
Fri, Sat:       9:00am - 2:00pm 
Phone:  

09 442 2145 

website: 

 http://www.mensshednorthshore.org.nz/  

Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/Mens-Shed-North-Shore-
214684608553333/ - feel free to add comments or 
interesting stuff. 

Send your ideas, photos, comments or contributions to: 
msnseditor@gmail.com 

See me at The Shed, or phone 027 264 1932 

Lance Clarke & 
Shelley Boyed 

New Members: 
Welcome to the following new members who have joined the 
Men’s Shed North Shore since the last edition of The 
Sheddies’ Chatter:  

Please extend them a warm Sheddies’ welcome when you 
meet them. 

Paul Garrett 
Paul Vermaak 
John Thesiger 
Sebastian Skiff 
Ray Ginnever 

Jordan Chilcott 
George Bamforth 

August BBQ Lunch -All Welcome 
The next Barbeque will be at 12:00 on Wed 1st  August 

Sausages and bread will be provided. Feel free to bring your 
own salads, desserts etc. to share. Guests welcome! 

Please note, that the BBQ charge is $2 per sausage to cover 
costs. Please put your money in the dish provided. 

 

The Chooks  

The Chooks is a group for Sheddie’s partners. We meet once a 
month for a get-together. 

Our next meet up is on:  

Friday July 27th at 10:30am 

Kings Plant Barn, Porana Rd Glenfield 

Please pass on the details to your other half. 

If you have any questions or just want more info, contact: 

Sandy, Mob: 021 465 046. 

We look forward to seeing you there. 

Prize Draw 
The July the raffle for the restaurant voucher donated by Barfoot 
and Thomson sponsors Shelley Boyed and Lance Clarke was won by 
Milton Sarson  

Pete Taylor, Lance Clarke and Milton Sarson 

http://www.mensshednorthshore.org.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/Mens-Shed-North-Shore-214684608553333/
https://www.facebook.com/Mens-Shed-North-Shore-214684608553333/
mailto:msnseditor@gmail.com

